Construction Study Guide
· Roof: Prevents rain and snow from getting into the building.  Most are on an angle to allow water to run off.

· Insulation: Material that does not conduct heat well. It slows the movement of heat through the walls and the ceiling.  It keeps the inside of the house warm in the winter and cool in the summer.

· Windows: An opening in the wall of a building that allows light and air into the building.

· Chimney: A vertical structure that encloses a flue that carries off smoke.

· Foundation: Underground structure that spreads the weight of a building over a larger area.  This structure prevents the building from sinking into the ground and makes a building stable.

· Siding: A layer of wood, aluminum, or vinyl boards that waterproofs and protects the outside of a house.

· Framing: Pieces of wood fastened together to form the walls and the roof, giving the building its shape.
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Buildings in Japan use different construction methods than in the United States.  This is due to the earthquakes in Japan.  Japanese Pagodas have been around for hundreds of years without being destroyed by earthquakes.  This is due to their special construction.  They don’t use nails and the wood is held in place by joints similar to the joints used in Lincoln Logs.

Form follows function: Buildings built different due to their use.

Example:  A building used for a fire department has large doors and a large open garage due to the need to store the fire engines.
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